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Rajaraja ascended the throne 183 as stated in his Ganjam plates and the Gollavalli plates of his son
RajarSja, respectively. In the inscription under review, Vajrahasta was credited with the title Trikalin-
gadhinatha' (1.84). In the Korni plates dated Saka 1003 and in the Murupaka grant dated Saka 1005 (of
Nagari script) the above title was omitted while in all other inscriptions he was credited with the title
Trikalingadhipati' which literally means 'the Lord of Trikalinga' consisting most probably of Dakshina-
Kalinga, Madhya-Kalinga (Elamanchi-Kalinga) and Uttara-Kalinga. But the word Trikalinga applies,
according to Sri G. Ramadas, to not only these three above divisions but also the area between the coastal-
strip Kalinga and the Dakshifla-KOsala or modern Chattisgarh 19 which includes Svetaka or Schelaka
(modern Chlkati) near Mahgndragiri. But we do not know if Vajrahasta ever occupied and ruled
Utkala, for, we have no evidence to show that it ever formed part of Trikalinga. Only in the reign of
Aaanthavarma ChOdaganga we come to know from the inscriptions that certain Utkala king was
reinstated and after that event only, ChOdaganga occupied Utkala and shifted his capital to PUri from
Kalinganagar.20

Vajrahasta, it is said, was succeeded by his son RSjarSja in the year S. 992 (A.D. 1070), who is
assigned 8 years of rule, which fact is also confirmed by almost all other copper plate grants. All the
inscriptions of Anantavarma ChOdaganga attribute to REjaraja two historical achievements. They are :
RSjaraja having won the military victory in the great Dravida battle or 'Dravidahava' obtained the hand
of Rajasundari, daughter of the ChQ<Ja king RSjgndra ChQda, Secondly, he reinstated the Vengi king
Vijayaditya i.e., Vijayaditya VII who was on the verge of sinking into the ChOcJa ocean i.e., troubles
created by the Chodas. As the information furnished in the above statement is meagre it is not possible to
identify the kings involved and the events narrated.

Rajaraja was succeeded by his eldest son Anantavarma ChOdaganga in the Saka year 999 corres-
ponding to 1078 A.D. It is said that ChOdaganga first reinstated the fallen lord of Utkala in the Eastern
region and then restored the waning lord of VSngi. This copper plate inscription is probably the first to
give this information. The Nagari inscriptions of this king are silent on this and only in the later elaborate
praSasti we find a reference to the above two achievements. In the Kendupatna plates of Narasimha II
and Nagari plates of Anangabhlma III21 it is said that Anantavarma ChOdaganga defeated the Utkala
king and gained new territories. In the present plates as well as other later grants of this king he is said to
have helped the Utkala king. The defeated Utkala king, referred to in the Kendupatna and Nagari plates
might be one of the SOmavamSi kings likely UdyOtakesari who ruled between 1060-1085 A.D. 22 or his
successors. The reinstated Utkala king might be a local chief who later owed allegiance to Anantavarma
ChOdagaftga. In fact, it is stated in the Vizagpatam plates dated in the Saka year 1040 that ChOdaganga
exercised sovereignty over the whole of Utkala.23 Next, ChOdaganga is said to have helped the waning
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